
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           FEBRUARY 21, 2016 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 251 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, I like agreement, consistency, and harmony.  I do 
not like dissonance, internal unrelieved tension that requires and 
even demands resolution.  Dissonance makes me physically 
uncomfortable; but more than that it is emotionally distressing 
because its presence signals that a time has come when 
something inside me is being untied, a knot is being undone or 
loosened that has secured me to something which was once 
helpful but which now binds or restrains me.  Internal 
adjustments like this trouble me in part because I tend to think of 
them as the consequence of some action which I have taken or 
not taken.  Deliver me from such a conceit.  I am not capable of 
either precipitating or orchestrating the deconstruction of my 
internal structures.  However, you are capable of doing so; and, in 
fact, do.  You deconstruct internal configurations assembled in my 
past and which now impede rather than assist my life.  Help me 
trust the adjusting you are doing to the images and concepts 
which in the past have been the orientation points for my life, and 
which now need to be altered and expanded. 
 

Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 13:31-35 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 270 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 282 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:30  Lunch 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for February 28, 2016 
Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13’ Luke 13:1-9 
FYI 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  The lesson is #5.  Sherry 
Balletto is the hostess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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We have all been socialized into thinking of the 
Christian religion as something we do.  As a 
consequence we rarely take seriously that in 
Christianity the primary actor is God, and that the 
part we play is essentially one of responding to 
what God proposes.  God sets in motion the 
journey of our being introduced to the fullness of 
our life, and does this by originating the reality of 
awareness in us: in the middle of living as we 
normally live, we become aware that our life is 
more than and other than we had thought and felt 
it to be.  In response to what enters our awareness 
we begin to explore what we now feel and see.  
Throughout the journey that follows, God’s role is 
that of proposing for our consideration aspects of 
our life we either would not choose to explore, or 
do not know need to be explored, and then in 
different ways assisting us in unpacking and 
integrating what has been disclosed to us.  In my 
experience, it is difficult to comprehend the 
perspective where God is leading in the dance of 
life and we are responding, so operating in life on 
the basis that God proposes and we respond is very 
challenging.  And, God is persistent, and patient… 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  LENT – Luke 13:31-35 
 In the phrase “kingdom of God,” the Greek word translated as 
“kingdom” is a word meaning “royalty, rule, and/or realm.” The “k” 
in kingdom is lower case, so the word is a regular noun, not a 
proper noun like a name or title. In English, the word “kingdom” is 
defined as “the sphere in which one has influence and power.” Let 
us ask the question: What is the sphere/realm in which God has 
influence and power? I suggest that we consider the answer to be: 
initially and principally the influence of God is found in the 
subjective sphere or realm. God influences and modifies the 
subjective realm in which we live, and by doing so modifies the way 
we see the objective world, thereby influencing the way we act in 
the objective world, thereby modifying the objective world. 
 One way to understand how God influences and modifies the 
subjective world is to say God amends the images in our mind 
which inform our life and living, and more specifically inform us 
about the person we are and how we should live. The aspect of God 
we call Christ resides within us and experiences life as we do. When 
the life we are actually living, both consciously and unconsciously, 
is no longer congruent with the images we inherited and have 
internalized, Christ brings the lack of congruence to our awareness 
in the form of dissonance [a lack of agreement, consistency, or 
harmony] which we experience as dis-ease. This dis-ease can be 
anywhere from mild to severe. Eventually the dissonance gets our 
attention, and as we turn toward it we are brought to an 
examination of our life. So, for example, if the image we have of 
ourselves is that we are functional and generally well-adjusted, but 
the actual experience of ourselves is that we are frightened or 
depressed, the lack of harmony between the image of who we are 
and the reality of our experience will stress us, and will precipitate 
an examining of, and even a reconsidering of, the image we hold of 
ourselves, which will change the way we live with ourselves and 
others. 

Doing this internal work places Christ in a conflict with what 
Herod represents in us. The name Herod means “heroic.” In English 
a hero is a person noted for courage and nobility of purpose. 
Psychologically, Herod refers to the propensity in us to hold to and 

meet the idealized images of the person we should be, images 
which when we achieve them allow us to see ourselves as noble and 
courageous. In the text, Christ describes Herod as a “fox,” a word in 
Greek which is a figure of speech for “a cunning/deceptive person.” 
The idea that we can and should achieve our idealized internal 
images is cunning and deceptive. What is cunning and deceptive is 
that while these internal idealized images are presented as things 
which will put us on solid ground and protect us from dis-ease, the 
truth is the opposite: striving to meet them wears us down. Christ 
is the aspect of God who works to keep us safe from this “wearing 
down.” The way he does this is again by connecting us to the 
dissonance between the life we are actually living and the Image we 
are striving to live. Said differently: “Christ casts out demons and 
performs cures.” We will break this phrase into two parts. 1) The 
Greek words translated as “cast out” refer to “throwing something 
out from the place it originates and resides;” “demon” in Greek 
refers to “a supernatural spirit of a bad nature,” and in English to “a 
persistently tormenting person, force or passion.” The lack of 
harmony between the life we actually have and the images to which 
we hold, and the dissonance we feel because of that lack, is like a 
demon, persistently tormenting our reality, and Christ throws it out 
from our unconscious where it originates and resides and into our 
awareness where it can be explored. 2) Christ then “performs 
cures.” The English and Greek words are the same. “Cure” in English 
means “restoration of health by correcting or relieving a harmful or 
disturbing situation.” The harmful/disturbing situation is the lack of 
congruence between the life we actually have and the images to 
which we hold. The idea here is—Christ brings to our awareness the 
images that inadequately express the reality of who we are and 
which therefore fragment and divide [root of demon] us; once in 
awareness these images can be considered and modified. In this 
way, what harms or disturbs us can be remedied. We believe that 
anything that does not meet the image is wrong. We also believe 
not meeting the image is what torments us. What we do not see is 
that our idealized image runs over the top of anything that does not 
conform to it. We suffer not because we fail to meet our ideals; we 
suffer from the ideal itself. We suffer from the fact that the ideal is 



inadequate to do justice to who we are, as well as from the 
judgment against us for being something other than the ideal. 
Christ constantly works to connect us to this understanding so we 
can remember it and comprehend it. 

Herod is always trying to kill Christ. The heroic part of us has no 
use for any image other than its own, and it will do whatever it 
takes to achieve compliance with that image. If we think of 
Jerusalem as a symbol for our center, the conflict is over what will 
inform our center. Will we be informed by an image of our life that 
has been inherited and is therefore static? Or, will we be informed 
by an image of our life that is dynamic and unfolding, and is 
continuously modified so as to keep it congruent with the life we 
are actually living? 

Using a metaphor from the text—Christ intends to gather the 
different parts of us together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings. Christ intends to form an image that includes our different 
parts. Christ takes the side of us which we think of as the problem 
[whatever about us that does not meet our ideal] until we realize 
that what does not meet our ideal is not the problem at all, but the 
doorway to a not-yet-experienced congruence. This congruence 
finds us through the exploration of the internal dissonance which 
signals its absence. This is the same dissonance that Christ discloses 
to us and helps us unpack. 

 [Jim Robie, 2-18-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 13:31-35] 


